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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JANUARY 28, 2013
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
308 WEST MILTON STREET
HDP-2012-0431

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1930 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, pyramidoid hipped-roofed frame house with a partial-width
inset porch on the right side of the front facade; 4:4 and 1:1 fenestration; non-historic
asbestos shingle-style siding.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built in the winter of 1930-31 by Augustine Delgado, who
apparently built it as a rental unit, as he is never listed as an occupant of the house. The
address first appears in the 1930-31 city directory, but the house is listed as vacant. The
first occupants were Porfirio (P.G.) and Benigna Sosa, who lived here until around 1939.
Porfirio Sosa was born in Caldwell County, Texas to Mexican-born parents; they farmed in
Caldwell and Travis Counties until around 1930, when they moved into Austin and
Porfirio’s father went to work laying pipe for the City Street and Bridge Department, and
Porfirio worked as a plumber’s helper. Porfirio and Benigna Sosa married around 1931; he
is still shown as single in the 1930 U.S. Census report, but he and Benigna appear in the
1932-33 city directory as the occupants of this house. Porfirio Sosa worked as a laborer for
R.W. Gissell, a prominent South Austin plumbing and heating contractor. Around 1939,
they moved to 405 West Milton Street, a house they owned, according to the 1940 U.S.
Census report.

Charles and Eleanor McAtee rented this house in 1940 and lived here until around 1943.
Charles McAtee had been a farm laborer in rural Travis County at the time of World War I,
worked as a tourist camp janitor in 1940, and is listed as a laborer in the 1941 city directory
showing him and Eleanor at this address. His World War I draft registration card reveals
that he was deaf and dumb. James C. and Allie Pond were the next occupants of the house;
in 1940, they had lived next door, at 310 West Milton Street (his brother had lived at 312
West Milton). James Pond is listed as a driver in the 1944-45 city directory; the 1940 U.S.
Census listed him as a laborer for the City Street Department. The Ponds lisved here until
around 1946, when the house was then rented to Melvin Pannell, a cab driver, and his wife,
Idabel. Fred Castro, who later owned Castro Cleaners, is listed as the owner and occupant
of the house in the 1949 city directory; he and his wife Mary lived here until around 1951.
Tillie West, a widow, who worked as a waitress at the East Avenue Inn, a beer joint, lived
here in the early 1950s. The house was vacant in the late 1950s, and then rented by a
series of tenants from the early 1960s to the present.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without a
priority for research.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative
history for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
308 West Milton Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
December, 2012

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1969

Julio C. Galvan, renter
No occupation listed

Julio C. Galvan, renter
No occupation listed

Alfredo G. and Maria A. Gutierrez, renters
Operator, Austin Transit

Trine and Dolores Madrias, renters

Employed by Charles Mont (not listed in the directory)

NOTE: The directory indicates that Trine and Dolores Madrias were new
residents at this address.

Raul and Alicia Melendez, renters

No occupation listed

NOTE: The directory indicates that Raul and Alicia Melendez were new
residents at this address.

Ferdinando and Manuela Ochoa, renters
Laborer, Woodward Furniture, 118 E. Alpine Road



1962

1958

1954

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

D.2-5

Ferdinando and Manuela Ochoa, renters
Laborer (no place of employment listed)

Vacant

Tillie West, owner
Widow, Andrew West
No occupation listed

Tillie West, renter
Waitress, East Avenue Inn, beer, 517 East Avenue.

Fred and Mary Castro, owners
Cleaner
NOTE: Tillie West is not listed in the directory.

Melvin A. and Idabel Pannell, renters
Driver, Yellow Cab Company

James C. and Allie Pond, renters
Driver
Also listed is Eva Pond, an usher at the Paramount Theater.

Charles and Eleanora McAtee, renters
Laborer

Porfirio and Benigha Sosa, owners
Laborer, R.W. Gissell, plumbing and heating contractor, 1706 South Congress
Avenue.

Porfirio and Benigna Sosa (not listed as owners)

Laborer, R.W. Gissell, plumbing and heating contractor, 1706 South Congress
Avenue.

Porfirio and Benigna Sosa, renters

Laborer, R.W. Gissell, plumbing and heating contractor, 1706 South Congress
Avenue.

Porfirio and Benigna Sosa, renters
No occupation listed

Vacant

The address is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: The address does not appear in the 1930 U.S. Census report. It is significant to note,
however, that the odd side of the 300 block of West Milton Street was populated entirely with
African-American families.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Porfirio and Benigna Sosa (ca. 1931 — ca. 1939)

Porfirio and Benigna Sosa appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 405
West Milton Street. Porfirio Sosa was then 31, had been born in Texas, and was a laborer for a
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plumbing contractor. Benigna Sosa was then 30 and had been born in Texas. They had four
children: Adolfo, 5, Isabel, 4, Ernest, 2, and Victor, 8 months. All of the children had been born

in Texas.

The 1910 U.S. Census shows that Porfirio Sosa was the 1-year old son of Christoval and
Porfiria Sosa, farmers in Caldwell County, Texas. Both Christoval and Porfiria Sosa had been
born in Mexico. The 1920 U.S. Census shows the Sosa family living on a rented farm in Travis
County. The family included 7 children; Porfirio was the second oldest, at 10 years old. The
1930 U.S. Census shows “Peter” Sosa still living with his family, now at 720 W. Monroe Street in
Austin. “Peter” Sosa was a plumber’s helper; his father laid pipe for the City Street and Bridge
Department.
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Obituary of Benigna Sosa
Austin American, April 24, 1964



MRS. BENIGNA S§O0SA

Rosary was recited at Angel
Funeral Home Friday for Mrs.
Benigna Sosa. Requiem mass
will be offered Saturday at 10
am. at San Jose Catholic
Church by Rev. Joseph Houser.
Burial will follow in Assump-
tion Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be L. B. Kas-
berg, Y. G. Sosa, Jesus G. Sosa,
Roberto Bargas, Gabino Moreno
Jr., and Jeronimo Estrada.

Funeral notice for Benigna Sosa
Austin American-Statesman, April 25, 1964
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Austin American-Statesman, October 7, 1983

Porfirio (P. G.) Sosa

Porfirio (P. G.) Sosa of
Austin passcd away Wed-
nesday.

He was a plumbing con-
r in Austin.

Survivors inciude his wi-
fe, Angelina Sosa; daugh-
ter. Teahel Huerta: SOns,
Adoph U, Ernest 4., and
Victor U. Sosa; brothers,
Marvin, Ysidro, Ben and
Chris Sosa, all of Austin;
sistore Frances Loera, Le-
nor Towns, Lupe Amato,
all of Austin, Porfiria Mo-
karze!, Houston, Louise So-
lizz New Braunfels, eight
grandchiidren; 0ne great-
grandchild.

ooy '—'tf’-!"”i."‘.“:r 730
J serv:ce

vatiwi:'ri'ﬁa},f from Wilke-
Amey-Clay Funeral Home,
Chapel of the Bells. Fune-
ral Mass, Saturday, 1{]:330
AM from San Jose Catholic
Church. Burial in Assump-

tion Cemetery.

Obituary of Porfirio Sosa

Charles and Eleanor McAtee (ca. 1940 — ca. 1943)
Charles and Eleanor McAtee are listed as the renters of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census
report. Charles McAtee was then 47, had been born in Arkansas, and was a janitor at a tourist

camp. Eleanor McAtee was then 34 and had been born in lllinois.

D.2-8

She had no occupation

listed. They had two daughters, Virginia, 12, who had been born in Oklahoma, and Thelma, 10,

who had been born in Texas.
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Charles McAtee’'s World War | draft registration card shows that he had been born at Newhope,
Arkansas in 1892, worked as a farm laborer in rural Austin, and was deaf and dumb.

James C. and Allie Pond (ca. 1943 — ca. 1946)

James C. and Allie Pond are listed as the renters of 310 West Milton Street in the 1940 U.S.
Census. James Pond was then 37, had been born in Texas, and was a laborer for the City
street department. Allie Pond was then 35 and had been born in Texas. She had no
occupation listed. They had three daughters, Eva, 10, Ruby, 6, and Jimmie Fay, 3. All of the
girls had been born in Texas. The 1940 U.S. Census also shows that at 312 West Milton lived
John and Gladys Pond, who owned their house. John Pond was 39, so must have been the
older brother of James Pond. John Pond was also a laborer for the City street department; his
wife, Gladys was a checker at a laundry.
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Water service permit to Augustine M. Delgado (1930)
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Austin, Texas, / /‘s_l‘ﬂ

Td the bupe;u\:endem of, Sewer and Public Improvements,
City of Austin, T exas,
Sir:- i S

ufav the City Sewer Department the regular ordinance chmz

Sewer Car{neldh applicainby Augustine Delgado (1930)
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